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Sidebar  for August 
The earth is the Lord's. 

 
Reflections of a summer vacation.  There is wisdom in the mandate from 
God, “Keep the Sabbath holy” and Jesus' admonition, “The Sabbath was 
made for people; people were not made for the Sabbath.”  We are made so 
that we wear out, grow tired and need time off; which often means, time 
away.   
 

Sabbath is usually one day out of seven set aside for rest.  Our work week may be five or most 
likely six days a week, but how many people really get a day off?  A day off is most likely spent 
thinking about work or being texted, tweeted, e-mailed, face booked, or the old fashioned way 
- phone called on the land line.   
 

So, this past month Beth and I got away visiting all of our children and grandchildren at a cen-
tral location in North Carolina.  Aaron, Kelly, and their children, Nola and Sam, had just re-
located from Denver, Colorado to Charleston, South Carolina; Beau and his daughter Anna 
traveled with us – great traveling companions; and Sarah and Paul flew in from their new 
home in Queens, New York having moved recently from Sonora, California.  It was a wonderful 
time in rather primitive cabins at a camp nestled in the forest near a lake.  It rained mostly but 
our spirits were never dampened as we watched the grandchildren entertain themselves.  
Cooking the meal was over an open fire and evenings were spent in conversations around the 
camp fire.  As I sat and observed three generations I felt a connection to those who were past 
and those who were to come.  I hope and pray that what I have done here during my time on 
earth will make a difference for the good.  The child abandon of protocol and the approach of 
seeing nature as mystery is a wonderful reminder of our place in time.  I want to see every-
thing around me with a sense of awe, wonder and imagination! 
 

A week at Table Rock Lake, Missouri with friends began with a short visit with my mother in 
Grove City, Ohio as we made our way to rendezvous in St. Louis, Missouri.  The “gateway” to 
the West reminded me that we are not the first people to cross the Mississippi River and the 
lights, sounds, the arch and the crowds were speaking to me that we are where many had 
come before.  Many were searching for a new life and new opportunities; a “do-over” cor-
recting mistakes of the past.  Some were on an adventure seeking fortune as if the west were 
The Promised Land.  The indigenous people knew that the land did not belong to them; they 
belonged to the land.  I received that lesson and I thought “we are made of the same stuff as 
the trees, the dirt, the plants, the water, the animals...”  God created and breathed life and it 
was good.                                                                                                                (Continued on pg. 2) 
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The chalet was magnificent overlooking the lake formed by the damming of five rivers, in southern Missouri, 
forming Table Rock Lake in the Ozark Mountains.  A boat gave us movement and access to the inlets and 
coves, and provided the power for tubing – being exposed and pulled by a boat across the water at a high 
rate of speed.  Food and drink, games and discussion, laughter and conversations, rest and relaxation were 
the order of the day.  The tension and stress fell off and away with a gentle sunset magnificent in the evening 
and a quiet fog shrouded sunrise in the morning.  The bright colors of orange, purple, and red of sunset re-
flected off the underside of slim cloud cover; matched only by the mist of steam rising off the quiet, calm wa-
ter in the early morning when the water was slightly warmer than the morning air.  Evenings spent looking up 
in to a starlight sky and capturing in memory the shooting stars!   
 
There is a story about the ancients who believed that the stars at night were really watch fires of the ances-
tors showing the safe way home.  As I looked up and held the stars in my gaze I felt the presence of all those 
who have lived their life on this earth and now watch and wait for me.  The ancestors stand by the watch fire 
which marks the safe way home.  (The watch fire was a way for soldiers who were lost and disoriented to find 
their way to safety following a long march or horrific battle.) It was, in a sense, the first GPS (Global Position-
ing System).  I think God sent Jesus, and others, to show us the way home and as I think about my grandson, 
Sam, and my granddaughters Anna and Nola, who see the world as mystery and promise – maybe they too, 
along with my ancestors are showing me the way home. 
 
 My thoughts from a summer vacation. 
Love, 

Dr. John  

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE                                                               August 17, 2014 

On behalf of the Associate Pastor Search Committee, I will give you a brief summary of the work we have 
done since our initial meeting on May 21, 2014.    At our first meeting we discussed what you the                  
congregation charged the committee to do and prioritized those tasks.  There were 2 tasks that needed to be 
accomplished immediately. 

 First, to search for an Intentional Interim Pastor to fill the vacancy left upon the departure of Dr. 
Wooster.  We completed that search on July 10th by interviewing Rev. Gary Friend and by consensus 
agreed to offer him the position.  We signed a covenantal agreement for a period of nine calendar 
months, beginning August 4, 2014.  Rev. Friend is a graduate of Methodist Theological Seminary in    
Delaware, Ohio and completed training in Intentional Interim Ministry.  Pastor Gary also has a Bachelor 
of Fine Arts in Photography from Ohio University.  This is a 40 hour per week agreement.  The position            
responsibilities include preaching one Sunday per month and serving as liturgist on the other Sundays.  
Making pastoral care visits to those in the hospital and those who are homebound in collaboration with 
the Senior Pastor.  Pastor Gary will work in conjunction with the Director of Christian Education in the 
planning and development of the Christian Education program for the adults and youth of the church, 
including Confirmation I and II classes.  He will be expected to attend weekly staff meetings as well as 
monthly executive council meetings. Pastor Gary recently served St. John UCC in Strasburg, Ohio.  He is 
married to Susan.  They have two children and two grandchildren.  Pastor Gary has a deep faith and   
believes that the Holy Spirit guides those who serve and lead the church.  His pastoral love, compassion 
and care for all God’s children are a strength, gift and skill that he brings to this ministry.  Pastor Gary 
will help lead and serve this congregation during our journey to find a new Associate Pastor.  His      
training and tools will help us during this time of transition.  A litany of Installation was held on Sunday, 
August 10th during the worship service.                                                                             (Continued on pg. 3)  
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 Second was to complete the 12 page Church Profile that tells the story of First Congregational Church of 
Tallmadge.  This document was completed and submitted to the Eastern Ohio Association United 
Church of Christ on July 10, 2014.  The vacancy for the position of Associate Pastor was posted on the 
United Church of Christ website and publications on July 11, 2014.  This document asks for the Church 
Mission Statement, the Church Vision and the Church Core Values and Principles. It also includes how 
we live our vision and mission through the numerous spiritual formations, education, mission and out-
reach opportunities. 

 
The committee prepared and asked the congregation to participate in a survey to help us answer three 

specific questions within the document.  The responses we submitted reflect the comments that 
were returned to us.  They are as follows; 

 

(1)“Define what God is calling your church to do and become over the next few years?":  

 Living the Gospel by providing leadership in the community. 
 Opportunities for service both within the church and through outreach. 
 Deepen the devotional life of the church through educational and fellowship opportunities at every 

level. 
 Provide engaging options to attract youth to become involved in church programs. 
 Retain and grow church membership by promoting an ecumenical attitude and an acceptance of        

diversity. 
 

(2) “Describe how the church expects the Associate Pastor to help the church reach these goals?”  

 Possess an understanding of the Scriptures and be able to “connect” with the congregation both as an 
effective liturgist and through relevant preaching and teaching. 

 Work well with the Senior Pastor and church staff while understanding his or her role as an Associate 
Pastor. 

 Have experience and enthusiasm for youth and developing youth programs. 
 Learn about our church heritage, mission, vision, goals and core values. 
 Be supportive of all church programs and open to diversity and progressive theology. 
 Possess relational skills with congregation members of all ages. 
 Have the ability to work effectively toward conflict resolution. 
 Demonstrate leadership ability and have a sense of humor. 
 Have the ability to work with electronic communications and computer technology. 

 

This update completes the first 5 pages of the Profile.  I will provide the overview of the remaining pages in 
my September update.  The committee has begun to receive Ministerial Profile applications for the position. 
We are reading and giving careful discernment to the applications according to the needs of our congregation 
and allowing the Holy Spirit to guide us in this process.  Please continue to keep the committee in your     
prayers.          

       

Sandy Farabee, Chair 

Associate Pastor Search Committee 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE  Continued...                                                      
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Note From Pastor Gary: 

 

Jesus answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 

and with all your mind.' 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second is like 

it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' 40 On these two commandments hang all the law 

and the prophets (Matthew 22:37-40).” 

 Now, if you adhere to what Jesus said in the above scripture you will understand that by 

loving God you love your neighbor and if you love your neighbor you are loving God.  The two 

go hand in hand with each other.  In other words they are inclusive and not only do the law and prophets hang 

on these two commandments, but life itself as God intended it to be from the beginning of creation.  Now    

extend these two commandments to the Lord’s church. Growing churches are ones that extend their love not 

only for one another but for the Lord and beyond the walls of the church building.   

 Susan and I have worshiped and served many friendly congregations since we married 39 years ago.  

But we agreed that after our first Sunday at First Congregational you are at the top of friendliest congregation 

list.  We thank you for greeting us with loving open arms and we wish to thank all those who were involved in 

preparing the reception in the atrium.  Susan and I are very excited to be with all of you here at First           

Congregational Tallmadge United Church of Christ.  God most certainly is “Still Speaking” through this     

loving congregation. 

 

LABOR DAY THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

“Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans will be established (Proverbs 16:3).” 

 

Prayer by Gertrude the Great of Helta 

“Lord, in union with your love, unite my work with 

Your great work, and perfect it.  As a drop of water  

Is poured into a river and taken up into the activity 

Of the river, so may my labor become part of your work. 

Thus may those among whom I live and work  

Be drawn into your love.” 

 

A second prayer of labor by Winifred Holtby 

“God give me work  

Till my life shall end 

And life 

Till my work is done.” 

 

As we take time out from our usual labor to remember those who work hard at their jobs-those in the 

market places, in factories and offices, in the professions, and in family living, let us give thanks for them and 

for the Lord whose 6 days of labor created all that is necessary for life on earth.  We must also remember all 

those folks who work for the just employment for others by defending the rights and needs of workers every-

where. 

Please remember those who are now retired.  They still have a valuable contribution to make to 

Christ’s church and the Lord’s world.  May we all knit our work together with the Holy Spirit here at First 

Congregational to further the spread of “Good News” on earth and in our communities where we live.  May 

what we do here be a healing and helping presence for others. 

May our work and rest give praise to the Lord until the day we share together in eternal rest with all the 

saints who now share the glory and peace of the Trinitarian God. 

 

Your partner in the ministry of Christ Jesus, 

Pastor Gary  
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THE MARKS OF A HEALTHY CONGREGATION 
 
 

 The New Testament speaks of the church as a living body known as “the body of Christ.”  It functions in 
many ways as the human body does.  Like the human body the various members and services of a congregation 
interact just like cells and organs.  The cells and organs are served by the blood circulation; there are nerve      
endings, chemical messages, and energy sources.  The mark of any life is the continuing struggle of balance and 
imbalance.  The church, composed by the different members, has a life of its own.  The mark of the living church 
is also the continuing struggle of balance and imbalance.  Like the organic body, if an imbalance occurs in the 
church it becomes sick.  If the sickness is not checked it can lead to paralysis and eventually death.  Therefore, 
how the congregation and its leaders respond to the challenges of the body, the body of Christ, determines the 
health of the congregation.  What the body strives for then is health. 
 Anxiety is one of the symptoms that trigger an imbalance in Christ’s body and how the congregation      
responds to it determines its health.  Some of the anxiety of the church 60 years ago was over Sunday school   
curriculum or how communion was served or do we use Holy Ghost or Holy Spirit or evolution vs. creationism.  
Today those things are not anywhere on the list of anxieties facing the church. 
 Below is a list of the anxieties of the 21st century church.  But regardless of the anxieties it is how the 
members and leaders of the church respond to them that keeps the church healthy.  Here are three ways a 
healthy congregation responds to anxiety: 
 

    “Healthy congregations respond [cooperatively] to anxiety and change (instead of reacting [in anger] to it)”      
 “Healthy congregations manage conflict (instead of denying it)”                                                                                                           
“Healthy congregations act flexibly and creatively (instead of rigidly)” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I will continue to write about “The Marks of a Healthy Congregation” over the next few months.  As a con-
gregation we need to remember that the church is not our church but God’s son’s church.  We are only the care-
takers with a responsibility to nourish and grow the “body of Christ.”  

 
 

One of many Caretakers, 
 
Pastor Gary 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Senior High Youth Fellowship 

September 14th begins our fall program.  We will have a  Senior High Lunch Bunch at Panera!   
Please meet in the David Bacon room following the 10 am worship service and then we will head to 
Panera for lunch/discussion. 

 

Sunday School 

On Sunday, September 14, we start our Sunday school hour from 9:00 to 9:50 AM.  

Following Sunday School, at 10:00 AM, we offer worship for children and choirs.  If your child 
doesn’t want to attend choir, they can go to worship with you.  Following choir will be children’s     
worship in the Fellowship hall for children 5

th
 grade and younger. 

 

Middle School Fellowship and Youth Bells 

We will begin our weekly fellowship on Thursday, September 18.  We are still discussing the time 
to start, so stay tuned!  Youth Bells will also begin that evening.   

September is Team Building Month- we will have new youth joining Middle school fellowship so 
we want them to feel at home and comfortable with the group.  We will meet on September 18 and 

25.   

 

Sunday School teachers 

We are in need of 2 Sunday school teachers, k and 1
st
 grade, 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 grade.  If you would   

prayerfully consider joining our group of dedicated teachers, we would appreciate it.  The children 
are wonderful to work with and they truly enjoy the time with you on Sunday mornings.  It would be 
ideal to have 2 teachers for each class so you could rotate.  Let Wendy Brown know if you would 
consider it or if you have questions. 

 

Spirit Day, September 7 

Please join the Board of Christian Education on Sunday ,September 7 at 9:00 AM for our annual 
Spirit Day (Rally Day).  We will have a continental breakfast and share information about Sunday 
school, children’s choir, youth groups and children’s worship.  It is always a great day to start the fall 
programming because of the energy and excitement.  After breakfast there will be a brief meet the 
teacher time and then children’s choir and children’s worship will take place during the 10 hour. 

 

 

Faith and Family  

Do you have young children?  Do you want to gather with families in the church?  We are 
beginning our NEW Family Ministry this fall and invite you to take part.  We will begin with a 
Family Homecoming on Friday, September 26.  Have the family get dressed up and come 
ready to dance and share snack food.  The time will be 7:00 – 9:00 PM so come any time.   

 “I am the vine; you are the branches.  If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit.”  John 15:5 
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                                                Viet Nam 2014 

In 2006 the Executive Council of First Congregational Church of Tallmadge, UCC endorsed and accepted a 
specialized ministry serving the needs of our veterans and their families, as well as the wider community.  
The ministry is called, Warriors' Journey Home Ministry: Listen – Speak – Heal.  The ministry is focused on 
healing the invisible soul wounds of war and bringing an awareness of the healing love of God to those 

who often feel marginalized and alone.   With minimal effort this ministry has become a regional program ministry and 
sought after at a national level.  Meetings called “Healing Circles” are held every other week at our church as well as in 
Berea, Ohio; Akron, Ohio; Wooster, Ohio; Strasburg, Ohio and Texas.  In 2013 the General Synod of the United Church of 
Christ passed a resolution encouraging every congregation to adopt a veteran's support ministry.  The twice a month 
healing circles are open to everyone; veteran and civilian (or as we refer to them the People of Strong Heart). 
 

Next month 10 of our Tallmadge Warriors' Journey Home members, and three members associated with Warriors'   
Journey Home, from Missouri, will travel to Viet Nam for intense healing and reconciliation work.  I am asking for your 
prayers of support as we travel and conduct healing services on or near the battle areas of operation.  We will depart 
Ohio on September 27 and return October 12, 2014.  We have been preparing for this journey for nearly two years and 
the     participants are: 

 George Ryan – Navy serving in Viet Nam on fire support missions and search and rescue. 

 Michael Shuman and his wife Shawn – Mike served in the Navy on coastal patrols and rivers. 

 Denny Wade and his wife Cheri – Denny served in the Navy in the Viet Nam era on an aircraft carrier. 

 Alan Plapp and his wife Kathy – Al was a Marine Corps medic serving during TET 1968. 

 Scott Adie – served in the Navy at Da Nang. 

 Fred Pedersen – served in the Navy at Da Nang. 

 John Schluep and his wife Beth – John is a Viet Nam era veteran and Beth will dedicate the library built by her       
students from Theodore Roosevelt High School in 2012. 

 Rita Root – General Minister of the EOA/WRA United Church of Christ. 
 Jim Loder – Army helicopter pilot Central Highlands, Viet Nam. 
While in Viet Nam we will represent individuals who served in Viet Nam but are unable to travel. Also, we will conduct 
ceremony for several families who lost a son or husband during the war or following the war and died of injuries        
sustained during their tour of duty.  We will represent people from British Columbia, Lorain County Ohio, and California.   
This journey of healing and reconciliation has been funded by the participants, the Tallmadge Warriors’ Journey Home 
Circle, Pedal 4 Heroes, Tallmadge Rotary, individual donations, and VFW posts.  Please keep these people in your      
prayers. 

We will honor those who serve in our military on Sunday,  August 31, 2014 by reading our list of names.  If you 
have any updates (additions or deletions) to the list please email Ann Carter at dcarter674ster@gmail.com by      
August 27th.  Our next shipping date for military care packages will be 11/30/14. We will be collecting donations of 
home baked cookies at that time. 

  Caregiver Support Group 
 Tuesday, August 26 , at 11:00 A.M. 

”The Alzheimer’s Association’s Caregiver Support Groups are designed to provide       
emotional, educational and social support for caregivers through regularly scheduled 
meetings.  They help participants develop methods and skills to solve problems.  The groups encourage  
caregivers to maintain their own personal, physical and emotional health, as well as optimally care for the 
person with   dementia.”  The group will meet the last Tuesday of every month  at 11:00 a.m. 
 

All God’s Children – September 2 , 7:30-8:30 p.m. 
A supportive group for families and friendships with people who are gay, lesbian, transgender, and  bisexual 
(GLBT) within our congregation.  We meet in the Heritage Room every month on the 1st   Tuesday. 

mailto:dcarter674ster@gmail.com
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I also could speak like you, if you were in my place; I could make fine speeches against you and 

shake my head at you. But my mouth would encourage you; comfort from my lips would bring 

you relief. (Job 16:4-5, niv)  

God comforts us so that we may help comfort others. Job’s friends were supposed to be com-

forting him in his grief. Instead they condemned him for causing his own suffering. Job began his reply 

to Eliphaz by calling him and his friends “miserable comforters.” Job’s words reveal several ways to 

become a better comforter to those in pain: (1) don’t talk just for the sake of talking; (2) don’t sermon-

ize by giving pat answers; (3) don’t accuse or criticize; (4) put yourself in the other person’s place; and 

(5) offer help and encouragement. From: The Handbook of Bible Application, Second   Edition, 1992 

by Tyndale House Publishers, Inc. 

Stephen Ministers receive training to provide hope and comfort for those who are hurting. If you are hurting 

and in need of a Stephen Minister who will put themselves in your place and offer encouragement, call Sharon 

Letzler (330) 699-9794. If you are interested in providing hope and comfort to those who are hurting through 

Stephen Ministry, call Ron Mitchell (330) 633-4055  

 
BOOKMARKS 

 
 
 
 
 

Hello Friends, 
 

I hope all of you are enjoying summer.  Maybe not the best of weather but better than snow and ice.  I have a 
couple books to tell you about.   
 

The first book is “The Lost Choice” by Andy Andrews.  This is a historical novel.  It concerns an “object” found 
by a 5 year boy in a creek bed in Denver Colorado.  When the parents examined it, the object contained a 
strange language; thus, after they had it translated unfolded a fascinating mystery.   First mentioned in 
281AD on Sinai Peninsula, the object tells a story about many famous people and what they did for mankind 
while they had this object in their possession.  I really liked this book and think you too would enjoy it.   This 
author was on GMA last week with another new book, “The Seven Decisions.” 
 

The second is, “Signing Their Lives Away” by Denise Kiernan and Joseph D’Agnese.  This is a very interesting 
book about all the men who signed the Declaration of Independence; their lives, their deaths, places of burial 
from Monticello to the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean.  Some were doctors, lawyers, merchants, planters,  
ministers, iron workers, and many other occupations.  They all had interesting lives. There are many surprises 
regarding those brave men that signed this document forming the future of America.  Did you know the   
Declaration of Independence was only signed by two men on July 4th?  The others signed at a later date.  To 
find out more, you will have to read the book or ask Bob Taylor. 
 

So many books to read and so little time. 
 

Blessings …. Until next month 
 

Jo Hostutler 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Prayer Chain Connection.   
There are ten church members dedicated to service through praying for individual’s concerns 
and celebrations.  Prayer requests may be known by filling out a yellow colored prayer card and    
placing it in the offering plate on Sunday morning or in the prayer box in the narthex.  You may 
wish to call  Dorothy Taylor at 330.633.3008 or Karen Sauerbrey at 330.920.1285.  Thank you. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN  PRAYER 
Paul Arch 
Marian Belisle 
Carol Carter 
Lillian Cochran 
Dick & Jean DeWitt 
Rev. John Forest (son in law of Michael & Crickett West) 
Deanna Getowski 
Corinne Gorby 
Kara Caldwell Grant & her unborn son 
Stan Haught 
Jim Kelly 
Dolores Koneval 
Bob & Eva Lowry 
Jim Mally 
Connie Mason 
John Moats 
Kathy Nehrenz (George & Roberta’s daughter in-law) 
Cecil Nelson (Kathy Harris’s Dad) 
Linda Nickoson 
Jackie Parker 

Doris Parson 
Bill Peverall 
Gary Rambler  
Chad Rhoades 
Betty Schoffman 
Janet Scoville 
Jay Showalter 
Teresa Snyder 
Michael Sullivan  
Ruth Velka  (Stephanie Joyner’s Grandmother) 
Betty Vestal 
Pat Woodling 
Rita Wray 
Olive Yohey 
1st Battalion 145th Armored Regiment [Ohio Nat’l Guard] 
Leaders Retreat 
Christian Education Program Planning 
Care Giver Support Group 
Our Pastoral Search Committee 

Condolences: 
 
Deepest sympathy to Dan and Ann (Maddox) Pertick on the death of Dan’s father Michael.  A memorial     
service was held Saturday July 26, 2014 in Ravenna, Ohio. 
 
Our Deepest sympathy to Michael (Crickett) West, Wayne (Sharon) West and families on the loss of 
their father James E. West on July 30, 2014.  A service in celebration of James’s life was held Saturday, 
August 1 at the Newcomer Funeral Home with William Hostutler officiating.  
 
Our sympathy to Susan and John Bowers and family in the loss of Susan’s mother Alice Mae Shambach.     
Alice Mae passed away on August 4, 2014.  A service in celebration of her life was held on August 7, 2014 
at the Wood-Kortright Funeral Home with Rev. Dr. John Schluep officiating. 
 
Deepest sympathy to Bill and Diane Galloway and family on the loss of Diane’s Father , Charles Krejsa. 
 
Deepest sympathy to Jean (Kenneth) Bachmann , Jane (Michael) Meighen and their families on the loss 
of their mother, Jean Barker.  Jean passed away on August 11, 2014.   A memorial service was held on Fri-
day,    August 15 at First Congregational Church; Dr. John Schluep officiated. 
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Hold Me Tight Workshop 

Deepening Connection for Couples:  “Hold Me Tight” 
We are created by God to be relational - to be connected to others.  In marriage, we live out this need to 
be connected to another in a way far more complex and intimate than any other relationship.  In         
November, we are holding a very special workshop, called “Hold Me Tight”, where couples will have the 
opportunity to deepen their connections as husband and wife.  This connection is relational and         
spiritual, and key to being content in this special relationship.  The workshop will be led by Norma    
Bryant, a licensed professional clinical counselor and member of our church.  The audience will include 
couples married less than 3 years and those who are planning to be married soon, giving them a firm 
foundation for growing together for decades to come.   

 

Chancel Choir Rehearsal  and Ice Cream Social 

CALLING ALL SINGERS!   Anyone who enjoys singing, fellowship, and fun is  invit-
ed to attend the Chancel Choir rehearsal/ice cream social on August 21, 2014 at 
6:30 p.m.  We invite all voice categories from soprano to bass.  You will never 
have to sing alone unless you beg to do so.  We are looking forward to new faces and more 

voices to help us as we share in the worship services each Sunday.  We hope to see many of you on the 21st. 

Nancy Lynn 

Joseph Hedrick’s 99th Birthday is August 20, 2014!! 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY JOSEPH! 

 Address:   Mr. Joseph Hedrick 
         166 South Alling Dr. 

             Tallmadge, OH  44278 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

     On August 8, 2014 Boy Scout Troop 361’s Color Guard assisted in celebrating the day 
that World War II ended by saluting eleven WWII Veterans living at the Gardens of 
Western Reserve Assisted Living Residence.  The Troop Color Guard led by Assistant 
Senior Patrol Leader Parker Ramp, presented the United States Colors, led the Pledge of 
Allegiance, and retired the United States Colors honoring those who lost their lives in 
World War II and those who have passed away since the end of the war.  In                    
co-operation with the Summa Health System the Troop Color Guard is proud to          
remember this generation’s legacy of courage, self-sacrifice, service and 
national unity.  Color Guard detail is one of the many service functions 
provided by Troop 361.  During 2014 the Troop has already provided over 
300 hours of Community Service.  Color Guard Detail picture above       
includes, back row: Garrett Fleming, Logan Thompson, Parker Ramp, front row: Connor Fleming, Spencer      
Fleming, and Reid Gibson.   

Boy Scout Troop 361 Color Guard  

Provides services for National Spirit of 1945 Day 

SCOUTS 



 

11 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

Save the date Thursday, September 18th, for the 2nd annual Rebuilding Together Clam Bake.  It is a fun 
evening with good food and entertainment at a scenic venue.  There are a limited number of tickets to be 
sold so don't wait to reserve a place.  It would be great if we could be a Table Sponsor which is ten tickets 
and gets us table recognition.  Tickets can be purchased two ways:  through the Rebuilding Together website 
www.rtgcv.org/clambake or by contacting Dee West at 330-633-4421.  Part of the ticket price will be tax    
deductible and you will receive information for that.   If you are not able to attend or purchase a ticket,       
donations for Rebuilding Day and Safe at Home programs can be made.  For instance $5 buys a smoke           
detector, $10 buys a grab bar, etc.  Hope you will plan to attend.   

REBUILDING TOGETHER 

CONGREGATORS  will meet on September 2 at 12:00 noon at Lembos restaurant at 1186 Canton Road in 

Akron.  If you are not contacted, please call Karen Sauerbrey at 330-920-1285.   

YARNING FOR PEACE will meet on Monday, September 15 at 7:00 p.m. in the   David Bacon 

Room.  Please consider joining us if you want to learn to knit or crochet or just refresh your 
skills.  We always welcome new members. 

SAVE THE DATE  Don’t forget to recycle your old cell 

phones, IPods and PDA’s.  The box is in 

the Atrium Coatroom. 

News from Family Promise 
On August 12, we dedicated the dog kennels and cat condos at Family Promise which were built with $35,000 given by 
PetSmart.  This is one of  five PetSmart Promise on-site kennels opening this year.  Sometimes we have families that 
come to Family Promise with pets, so now we can accommodate them.  Also we had a tour of the new Center, at 111 
Voris Street.  Family Promise now has individual family rooms, a computer room, a kitchen, eating area, storage room, 
and a private area where families can sit down with an intake manager to tell their story.  Mayor Plusquellic, Russ Pry, 
County Executive, Jim Morris, from PetSmart, our board members, Bill Newlon from Northwest,  Vivian McNenny, and 
Jim/Betty Cottrill attended from our church.  There were approximately 100 people there.   
 

We will have guests at Northwest Church the week of August 24th.  If you would like to volunteer to be a Team Leader, 
Cook, Evening Host, or sleep overnight, please contact Betty Cottrill, 330-923-8517.  We are always looking for new    
volunteers, come, join us and see what we are all about.  It is a joy to meet the guests, play with the children, to eat with 
and to talk with the guests.  It is a blessing to get to know them and see if we can help them in any way.   
  

Family Promise Fundraiser  at any Bob Evans Restaurant on August 21 from 6:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.  The flyers are on the 
table in the Atrium, valid for dine-in or carryout.   Bob Evans donates 15% of sales when you present the flyer when you 
are paying your check.  Thank you for continuing to support Family Promise.       Betty   

http://www.rtgcv.org/clambake
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We are looking forward to the September groups work.  AARP is on Friday         
September  26, 2014.  We are asking for donations of food, your time and help in 
the kitchen OR money   contributions.                          
  Please contact a Co– Chair:  Co-Chair:         Janet Davis            330-633-2296               

                           Dorothy Taylor     330-633-3008 

    Glenna Simmons  330-784-1109      

Kathy Alstrom 

Janet Budai 

Christine Burr 

Barbara Burrows 

Diana Caldwell  

Debbie Cochran 

Ginny Collins 

Barbara Dolensky 

Ann Emmitt 

Robin Farabee 

Sandra Farabee 

Darlene Farnsworth 

Diana Fiocca 

Lisa Foster 

Jean Freyman 

Anita Gedelian 

Denise Haynes 

Beverly Haught 

Theresa Heaton 

Jo Jacobs 

Nancy Johnson 

Gayle Kerscher 

Eva Lambert 

Sharon Letzler 

Julie Long 

Linda Lytle 

Carolyn Mackey 

Nancy Nagel 

Barbara Rowles 

Pam Sanek 

Gale Savage 

Beth Schluep 

Beth Williams 

Dee West 

Pat Zimmerman 

Women’s Fellowship 

Women’s Fellowship is planning an outing on the Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad on        
October 2, 2014.  This event is open to everyone– men included!  We will get on the train at 
the Northside station in Akron at 10:15 a.m. and ride to Peninsula for lunch. (choice of 2   
restaurants).  We’ll take the train back to Northside station, planning to arrive around 3 pm.  
Tickets are $15 each and must be prepaid a month in advance.  There will be a sign up sheet 
in the Atrium, along with someone to answer your questions, on Sunday mornings.   

Women’s Fellowship 
WNI 

             WOMEN’S NEW INITIATIVE  
                10TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION! 

          STYLE SHOW 
 

 

     Monday, September 8  
    6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

Featuring adult fashions from : 
Carnaby Street Styles in Kent 

 
And Children’s fashions from: 
 Once Upon a Child in Stow. 

 
 

     Hello! Women's Fellowship will begin its year of meetings on  

Thursday, September 4th at 10:30 a.m. with some quick business and then our own Rev. Dr.  John Schluep will be 
discussing "The Future of Our Church, Where Are We Headed?"   Get all the latest news from the top! At 12:00 
noon we will enjoy a  delicious luncheon from our September cooks for just $6. To help the kitchen group, please 
let the Church Office know that you will be joining us.   Come for fellowship.  Everyone is invited! 

Salad and Dessert Supper 
 Last names beginning with A-J : bring a dessert  

      beginning with K-Z:  bring a salad 
       (serving utensils provided by the church) 

 

Service Project is Pregnancy Care 
Sign Up:  Before or after church  on August 17, 24, 31, and 
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Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers sent for my mom’s funeral.  The Bowers  
Family  (family of Alice Mae Shambach) 
 

Dear FCC,  A heartfelt thank you for the prayer shawl.  Thanks for the visits of Dr. John and 
Bill Hostutler at the hospital and home for my knee surgery.  Jim Templeton 

 

Dear FCC,  I feel very blessed to have received your prayers, cards and visits during my recent illness.  Many 
thanks to Dr. John, Bill Hostutler, and Dorothy Taylor for your visits.  Thanks to Dee West and Yarning for 
Peace for the lovely prayer shawl.  It is nice to be a part of such a caring congregation.   
Thanks again, Denise Cochran 
 
Dear Friends, 
We want to thank you for your most generous donation of $672.  We will use it to enrich the lives and     
empower the people of Summit Lake!  Thank you so much!  Sincerely,  Miller Ave UCC 
 
Dear Friends of OPEN M, 
Your thoughtful donation of $305 to support all our community outreach programs allows OPEN M to      
improve the daily lives of those living with scarce resources in Summit County.  Thank you for your support 
of OPEN M programs that feed the hungry, care for the sick, nurture children and build families.  Your gift 
allows us to make a difference in so many lives, every day.   
Dottie Achmoody (CEO) & Dorothy  Wiseman (Community Engagement Manager) 
 
Our warmest thanks to Dr. John and Bill Hostutler for their visits in the hospital and following Paul's          
recovery from back surgery.  Also thank you for the wonderful prayer shawl.  It is very comforting during his 
recovery.  Thank you all for the prayers, calls, and concerns.  They really confirm what a loving caring church 
you are.  God’s blessings, Paul and Monna Arch 
 

Dear Scholarship Committee, 
I wanted to thank you for the scholarship I was awarded from the church.  My entire life, the church family 
has been such a large influence, and I’m very glad that you want to continue to be a part of my education in 
this next chapter of my life.  Thank you again.  Sincerely, Jacquelyn Brown 
 
I would like to thank everyone for their thoughts and prayers during my surgery and rehab.  A special 
thanks for the prayer shawl.  It is much appreciated.  Another special thanks to Rev. John for his visits and 
prayers.  Thanks to all, Stan Haught 
 
First Congregational Church, 
Thank you all for all that you’ve done for our family during this difficult time.  
 God Bless, Michael & Crickett West 
 

Dear Church Family,   
 I appreciate the cards, caring phone calls, and prayers for me when I recently had cataract surgery.  I       
believe I am healing well and your support and prayers have surely uplifted me.  The warm kindnesses and 
love of this congregation are truly a  blessing.       Love, Barbara Rowles     
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UPCOMING SUNDAYS/SERVICES 

Preaching Schedule: 

August 24  Rev. Dr. John Schluep 

August 31  Rev. Gary R. Friend 

September 7  Rev. Dr. John Schluep 

September 14  Rev. Dr. John Schluep 

 

August 24  Jon & Mindy Hill, Tom & Linda Jones 

 

August 31  Stephen Ministers 

 

September 7  Jim & Dee West, Russ & Janet Terrell 

 

September 14  Jim & Judy Salmond, Don & Glenna Simmons 

     Altar Flowers 
 

 

 

August 24  Carol Dowey 

August 31  Sylvia Taylor 

September 7  George & Patsy Lowe 

September 14 

August 24  Jim & Kendal Taylor, Carolyn Villers, Karen Sauerbrey 

August 31  Mark & Cathleen Clark, Gary Marlow, Tim  Burns 

September 7  Chuck & Kris Lally, Janet McCauley, Karen Jones 

September 14  Pam Birch, Shelly Williams, Sandy Backus, Bonnie Fordham 

USHERS 

Church  Attendance 

July 13 

9:30 Worship  246 

 

July 20 

9:30 Worship  176 

 

July 27 

9:30 Worship  150 

 

August 3 

9:30 Worship 220 

 

August 10 

9:30 Worship  257 

 

August 17 

9:30 Worship  256 

General Operating Fund Note:  During July, 2014, receipts of $32,760 were $10,345 below the monthly   
budget.  Actual expenses for July were $39,552 leaving a deficit for the month of (6,792).  Even though the 
activity level of some programs declines over the summer months, the need to support our many important 
ministries financially remains.  Signing up for electronic transfers remains an easy way to meet your monthly 
pledge goals.  Faith Offerings can also be mailed to the Church Office.  Please continue to support the SCRIP 
Program for both your day-to-day and big ticket purchases.   
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August/September 
 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 25 

 

 

 

6:30 Stephen  
Ministry 

7 pm Heritage 

26 

7am Bagnoli  Bible 

Study 
 

 

 
11 am  Alzheimer's 

support group 

27 

9 am Quilters 
 

9:30 Exploring our 

Faith class– Library 
 

 

7 Writing Circle 

 

28  

9:30 WF  Exec. 

Brd. meeting 

 

 

 

29 

 

30 

 

 1 

 

LABOR DAY 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 

7 pm Heritage 
 

2        7am Bagnoli  

Bible Study 

 

12 Noon                       
Congregators- 
2:00—Sr. Advisory 
 

7:30 p.m. All God’s 
Children– Heritage 

3 

9 am Quilters 
 

 

 

 

 

4 

 

10:30 am WF 

 

6:30 Chancel choir 

8 Chancel Ringers 

5 

 

 

6 

 

 

 8 
6:30 WNI style 
show 
 
6:30 Stephen Min-
istry 
 

 7 p.m. Heritage 
 

9      
7am Bagnoli  Bible 
Study 
 

7 pm Board 
Meetings 
 
8:15 Executive 
Council 

10   9 am Quilters 
 

 

 
 

 

11 

 
 
6:30 Chancel choir 

8 Chancel Ringers 

12 

 

 

 

 

Herald Deadline 

13 

 15 

6:30– Stephen   

Ministry– Heritage 

 

7 p.m. Heritage 

 

7 pm Yarning for 
Peace– DBacon 

16 
7am Bagnoli  Bible 
Study 
 
 

 
 
6:30 Card making 

17 

9 am Quilters 
 

 

Herald 
 

 

18 

 

 

Middle school 

fellowship 

 

6:30 Chancel choir 

8 Chancel Ringers 

 

 

 

19 

 

 

20 

 

24 

 

9:30 Worship 

11:15 SPCM 

 

 

 

 

 

31 

9:30 Worship 

    Military Sunday 

 

 

 

 

6 pm WJHM 

 

communion 

7     8:10  Prayer 

 Chain 

8:30 am Worship 

9 am SS– Rally Day 

10:00 Worship 
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8:30 Worship 

10 am Worship 
 

11:15 Sr. Hi Lunch 

Bunch-Meet in 

David Bacon Room 

 

6 pm WJHM 
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Spiritual/ Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts 

Pastoral staff   Rev. Dr. John Schluep   Senior Pastor & Warrior’s Journey Home Ministry    330.633.4931 jschluepfcc@sbcglobal.net 

           Rev. Gary Friend            Interim Associate Pastor      330.633.4931 gfriend255@aol.com     
   

Heart’s in Service  Barbara Rowles   330.733.2008  34babs@sbcglobal.net 

Life’s Journey Ministry Leslie Taylor   330.687.0881  ltaylor@services4aging.org 

Prayer Chain  Dorothy Taylor   330.633.3008 

Stephen Ministry  Ron Mitchell   330.633.4055  Mitchell_rd@hotmail.com 

   Tom Letzler   330.699.9794  tletzler@neo.rr.com 

   Sharon Letzler   330.699.9794   

Yarning for Peace  Dee West                    330.633.4421  dwest890@aol.com 

Staff E-Mail Addresses 

Nancy Beken  Administrative Assistant & Secretary  tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net 

Beth Loresch  Receptionist, Herald, Bulletin   bethfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Wendy Brown  Director of Christian Education  wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Nancy Lynn Robinson  Director of Music / Organist   nrbgp@aol.com    

Denise Daniels  Chancel Ringers    Jackspsych@aol.com   

Bill Hoover  Finance Administrator   bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Steve Ristich  Head Custodian  (Mon-Fri, Day Shift) 

Teresa Snyder  Assistant Custodian  (Mo,Tu,We & Th) 

Mark Bell   Assistant Custodian 

DATE: AUGUST 20,  2014 

___________________________________________________________________ 


